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1 FRE 
Incomparable Repreſentative of Jane Shore, 


Mrs. OLD FIE LD. 


MAD AM, 


HE great Encomium which Tour Merits extort from 

every Body, is, That Tou Act Your Parts extreamly'\ 
well. This wins Jou the Praiſe and Eſteem of Poets and 
Spectators, and all that belong to Tour Profeſſion, I wiſh - 
we could all do the like; we ſhould then be a worthy, gal- 
lant People indeed. Many of us are daily kickt off | the 
Stage, and ruin our ſelves; many more we put into Diſor- 
der and Confuſion, by not acting our Parts as we might and 
ought to do. 

Ay Buſineſs at preſent, is only to Light up Candles for 
the Tragedy of Jane Shore. A very ſmall Matter! and 
yer what can be done without it? Where are either Altors 
or Spedtators without Light? We cannot heartily Commiſerate 
Your unfortunate Lady, nor Applaud Jou for appearing very 
like her, unleſs we are firſt acquainted with her True Story, 
and know from good Authority, that ſve really ſuffer d the 
Hardſhips Tou — of. 
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For 


The Dedication. 


For this purpoſe I have carefully examin'd all our 147 5 Hi. 

forians, in their Accounts of the Reigns ſhe is ſaid to live 
in; and am as fully ſatisfied, as I am of any other Occur- 
rence upon Record, © That the Riſe and Fall of Jane Shore, 
e her Amours with King Edward IV. and his Chamberlain 
« Haſtings, and the wretched State of Poverty and Shame 
« fhe was reduced to when they were dead, are no Fiftions, 
« but real Matters of Fat, and every way as Conſiderable 
« as the greateſt Genius of Poet or Aﬀor can repreſent 
© them”. 
From theſe approved Authors, aud eſpecially from Sir Tho- 
mas More, who deſcribes her Perſon and Circumſtances with 
great Exattneſs, I have colletted the Subſtance of the fol- 
lowing Pages: Which I now preſent to the Gentlemen and 
Ladies Who foall read her Tragedy, or ſee it Acted. 
Fe Deſign of my Service is, to ſav? them the Trouble of 
: ſecking — Books, which are not very common, and turn- 
ing o er large Volumes to find out thoſe Paſſages, which lye 
together here in a little compaſs. 

1 preſume, Madam, to borrow Reputation to this Life 
and Character, from Tour Name, who will ever have 
Mrs. Shore g Wit and good Humour, but will, I hope, c 
her Misfortunes no 12 — than the Stage. Fur my ſelf, I 
defire to he known i 70 aalen Name, than, Ab 


MADAM, 


Ro Your wol Humble Servant. 


—— MW 
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FANE SHORE 


T is nw Two hundred and thirty Years ſince Edward IV. 
I of famous Memory was hurried our of this Mortal Life, by 
a ſhort and violent Fit of Sickneſs.” Of whom it will be 
neceſſary to ſay ſomething, in order to the clearer Underſtand- 

ing of the enſuing Hiſtory. | OY 
Edward, theFourgy of that Name, and Fifty fourth Monarch 
of this Land, was a Prince ſo happily adorned with all the Ac- 
compliſhments of Mind, Body and Eſtate, that he ſeem'd to 
be the Darling of Nature and Fortune. His Body was framed 
and proportioned to an uncommon degree of Symmetry and 
Exactneſs; his Aſpe& was very bright and inviting; his Hair 
gay and flowing, and all his Limbs and Features were wonder- 
ily regular; yet with this Delicacy he was bleſt with as much 
| Vigonr, Health, and Strength of Conſtitution, as Men of the 

moſt robuſt and athletick Size are capable of enjoying. 
But Nature, for this her Liberality in external Gifts, made 
no abatement (as ſhe ſometimes does) in the inward Furniture 
and Faculties of the Soul. For our Prince had a large extent 
of Wit, and a great Sagaclly' which certainly was owing to 
Nature. Not that we queſtion his Parents Care in giving him 
the beſt Education the Times would afford: But the ge where- 
in he lived could not much improve Mens Parts by Books and 
Learning; neither indeed could he find time for ſuch pracerul 
| | Studs; 


a] 
Studies, if they had been more in faſhion z the Trumpet 
| ſounding too loud in his Ears, to admit much ſerious Conver- 
ſation with the Muſes. However, he could think and ſpeak 
very well, his Wit was ſharp and ready, juſt and free from 
thoſe little Subtilties which ſome Men value themſclyes upon. 
In his Councils he was judicious, and adjuſted Matters of 
greateſt Importance with little Difficulty : For his Underſtand- 
ing was clear and dextrous in reſolving Doubts, not dark and 
cloudy, and apt to create them. His Wiſdom was always bent 
to diſcern the Truth, and rarely fail'd to inform him right, as 
appears by the management of his Affairs both in Peace and 
War; in neither of which (ſo far as concern'd the Politick 
part) did he ever commit any conſiderable Error. 
Great Judgment in leading his Armies, and perſonal Courage 
in fighting with his own Hand, ſpeak him both a daring Sol- 
dier, and an expert Commander. And the many Battles he 
fought, in all which he triumph'd, make him as much to be ad- 
mired for his Military Diſcipline, as his happy Succeſs. 1 
Notwithſtanding Fortune had a great ſhare in him, and wan- 
tonly boaſted her Power and Favour to him, railing him then 
higheſt, when all the World, and even His own Hopes, had 
forſaken him. For preſently upon the Slaughter of his Fa- 
ther at the Battle of VWakefie/d, and the Overthrow of his great 
Supporter the Earl of Warwick at that of St. Albans, ſhe 
mounted him on the: Throne, making the Queen and Houſe of 
Lancaſter, when doubly Victorious, retire as overcome; and 
he univerſal Acclamations of the People ſet the Regal Diadem on 
his Head, while his Father's, as a Traitor, was fixt upon the Walls 
of Zork, with the ſcornful Reproach of a Paper Crown upon it. And 
afterwards, when from a mighty Prince he was become a miſe- 
rable Exile, forced by the Treaſon of his chiefeſt Counſellors, and 
Power of his greateſt Enemy, to fly into Burgundy, where likewiſe 
he met but with feign'd Reſpect and Kindneſs; ſhe reſtored him 
to what at firſt ſhe gave: And whertas at his return to England, 
his Forces were ſo weak, that he humbly ſued to be reſtored 
only to his Father's Dutchy, and vowed never to attempt the 
Crown, ſhe violently forced it on him, proteſting (by the N 
1 1 o 


(3) 
of the Nobility which reſorted to him at Nottingham) not 
to afford him Safety, if he refuſed the Soyereignty. By 
which amorous way of Threatning, ſhe in a Manner wod'd 
him to accept, what he durſt not then hope to recover. 

In all this he diſcoyer'd a Genius truly great and good. For 
Proſperity rais'd him but to a Complacency in his Fortune, not 
to a Diſdain of others for their Loſſes, or a Pride in his own Ac- © 
quiſitions. And when he had moſt Security in his Kingdom, 
and conſequently moſt Allurements to Tyranny, then did he 
ſhew himſelf moſt familiar and indulgent. 

Indeed the Goodneſs of his Nature was ſomething extrava- 
ant towards the fair Sex, and degenerated into a Criminal Af. 
fection for them. For tho' he had marry'd a * Lady who charm'd 
him with her Beauty, Modeſty, Virtue, and excellent Parts and 
Senſe, and made her his Queen againſt his Duty to his Mother, 
who earneſtly diſſwaded him from it, and to the Ruin of his 
Intereſt with his great and dangerous Friend Warwick, who 
was at that time, by his Order, treating a Marriage for him 
with the French King's Daughter, which ſhews that he was 
paſſionately in Love with this Lady, yet his amorous Appetite 
was not ſo ſatisfy d, but run aſtray after ſeveral other Women, 
whom he took to a Partnerſhip of his Bed ; of whom, ſhe that 
he is reported to have loyed beſt, and who has obtain'd the lar- 
geſt Place in the Hiſtories of thoſe Times, was the celebrated 
Zane Shore, whoſe Life and Character I am now to give you. 
In drawing of which, I ſhall ſet before me a Piece taken from 
the Life, by the accurate Hand of the moſt ingenious*and learn- 
ed Sir Thomas More, who in his ＋ Hiſtory of Richard Ill, where 
he mentions the Barbarity of that Tyrant towards ſome of the 
late King Edward's Friends, takes occaſion to ſpeak very 
particularly of the Perſon and Fortunes of this Gentlewoman, 
who, he tells us, was alive in the eighteenth Year of King Hen- 
VIII, in whoſe Reign, tis well known, Sir Thomas was Lord 
Chancellor. Being therefore her Cotemporary, and living at 
» ES Court, 
* Elizabeth, the Widow of Sir John Gray. 


+ But he was not yet Crown'd, iho he managed Affairs, and therefore 'tis in that Part call d, The 
Life of Edward V. he being not yet murder d. | 
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Court, he had ſeen her often, and was very capable to give that 
exact Deſcription and Account of her, as he has left us. So 
that I ſhall build upon his Foundation in all the material Pasts 
of her Story, and depart from him only in ſome ſlight Circum- 
ſtances relating to her Family, which he did not think fit to re- 
member, and muſt therefore be taken as they are convey'd down 
to us by more obſcure Pens; againſt which however I ſee no 
Cauſe to except in a Matter of this Nature, which People com- 
. monly know and remember better than they do other things, 


Child of Mr. Thomas Famftead a Mercer of a good Figure 
and Reputation in Cheapſide, London. She was bred up with 
all the Care and Tenderneſs which is Natural from indulgent Pa- 
rents to an only Child, and none of the fine Qualifications which 
ſerye to recommend young Ladies, as Muſick, Singing, Dan- 
cing, were left out of her Education. Beſides, her Father's Trade 
lying among the Court Ladies, he had frequent Opportunities 
to ſhew his little Daughter the Gallantries and Diverſions of the 
Royal Palace; which made ſtrong Impreſſions upon her witty 
Fancy, and brought her to diſrelifh the common Shews and En- 
tertainments of the City, _ %%% as 
As the grew up, ſhe made wonderful Improvements in all 
the Parts of good Breeding, and ſoon was Miſtreſs of more 
Wir and good Humour than the reſt of her Sex. This, toge- 
ther with her graceful Mien and pretty Features, drew the Eyes 
of all Men to take Notice of her, which they could not do 
without doating on her Charms, and fixing her lovely Image in 
their Souls, 5 f a x * 4 . F 3 3 "1 7 


J Shore's Maiden Name was Wainſtead, being the only 


Several great Lords had fer their Hearts upon her, and their 
Heads were at Work' how to get her for a Miſtreſs. Which 
when her Father perceived, he thought it high time to reſcue 
her from being made their Prey, and ſent her to take the 
Country Air, with a Siſter of his who dwelt in Northampton. 
Here ſhe continued for about Twelve Months; which was 
thought time long enough for the Paſſion of her Lovers to cool 


im, 


in, and their Inquiries after her to ceaſe; and ſo ſhe was recall'd 
again to her Father's Houſe. But Luſt and Envy are watchful 
Things. No ſooner was ſhe brought to Town, but the Lord 
Haſtings, the King's Chamberlain, had laid a Deſign to carry 
her off by Night in his Chariot; and in order to effect it, had 
bribed Mr. Wainfiead's Maid with a Prefent of Gold, to give 
him an Opportunity, and aſſiſt him in the Rape. But the 
Wench had the Grace to repent, - and diſcoyer the Plot in time 
to her Maſter; and ſo the Execution of it was prevented. 
Mr. Wainſtead was now fully convinced, that he could nor, 
without the utmoſt Hazard, continue his Daughter in a ſingle 
State, the common Mark of Beaus and Gallants; and there- 
fore, tho ſhe was very young, he reſſed to cut off the Hopes 
of all lewd Pretenders, by chrowing er immediately into the 
Arms of an Husband. Among thoſe who made honourable Love 
to her, was Mr. * Matihew Shore, a rich Goldſmith in Lum- 
bard-ſireet, and a Man of a very fair Character both for Reli- 
gion and Morals. Which Conſiderations determin'd her Fa- 
ther to make Choice of him for her Husband, But the young 
Lady was not over-fond of the Match. However, the Authori- 
ty of a kind Father, and the coſtly Preſents of a rich and gene- 
rous Lover, brought her, at leaſt in Appearance, to conſent to 
it. Whereupon their Wedding was ſolemnized with great 
Pomp and Splendor, many Ladies and Gentlemen from the 
Court, as well as the City, ſhining at the Marriage Feaſt, in 
their moſt ſumptuous Equipage and Attire. - A 
We muſt leave it to the Readers to imagine with what a 
Guſt the Bridegroom receiv'd his welcome Bride, the Pride 
and Envy of all her Sex. In ſhort, he was over-amorous and 
fond of her, which good Judges ſay, is apt to paul a Wo- 
man's Love to her Husband. He ſpared for no Gold nor 
Jewels to beſpangle her and ſet her off; which, with her 
own native Beauty, made her as 1 as an Angel. But 
this was adding Fuel to the Fire, 3 id making her ſhine Fopbrght 
*. | "i | or 
He Was the Brother of Ric ore, Draper, Sheri ndon in the Year 150F, 
bo was » dar rote ; — — — St. Mala — as we fad + 


.Stow's Survey of London. 
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for the Sphere of a Goldſmith's Shop; as afterwards he found, 


when it was too late. 

The Lord Ha/tings, who had formerly attempted to raviſh 
the Bud of this blooming Beauty, was not at all pleafed to 
hear ſhe had changed her Condition. However, he had not 
chang'd his Paſſion for her. He waited on her to wiſh her 
Joy; and being courteouſly received, repeated his Viſits, and 
ſomtimes invited the marry'd Couple to Court, where he enter - 
tain d them with every thing that was deſireable. This brought 
him into great Familiarity and Confidence with them; ſo that 
he found Opportunities to be alone with Mrs. Shore, wherein 
he fail'd not to proſeeuge his lewd Deſign, plying her with Pre- 
ſents and fond DiſcourRs, to allure her to tranſgreſs her Nup- 
tial Vow. But ſhe was ſo very facetious and witty, and ſo baffled 
him with her quick and ſmart Replies, that he could make 
nothing of her: When he flatter'd himſcelf that ſhe was Juſt 
diſpoſed to yield to his Embraces, then to his Confuſion he 
found himſelf quite diſappointed and left to Deſpair of ever 
ſucceeding. It is reported, that one Day being alone with her, 
and reſolving to make his laſt Effort upon her Chaſtity, he flung 
her upon a Bed that ſtood in the Room, and went about to 
force her. But ſhe diſengaged her ſelf from him, and run to 
her Husband, telling him plainly what Rudeneſs the Lord Ha- 
ſtings had offer'd to her; which obliged Mr. Shore to expoſtu- 
late modeſtly with his Lordſhip, and deſire him to forbear ma- 
king any more Viſits at his Houſe. ar, | 

At this my Lord was ſo oyerwhelm'd with Indignation and 
Shame, that he yow'd he would be reveng'd on them both, and 
fend ſuch a Rival in his Room, as neither the Husband's 
Authority nor the Wife's Chaſtity ſhould be able to withſtand. - 
We told you before, that he was Chamberlain to King Edward, 
whole Inclinations to fine Women he underſtood perfectly well. 
And conſidering that his tedious Wars and Struggles with 
the Houſe of Lancaſter were happily ended, and he in quiet 
Poſſeſſion of the Crown, and at Leiſure to attend the plea- 
ſing Adventure, he takes a fit Opportunity, when his Prince 
was agrceably diſpoſed, and gives him an Account of = late 

| | | Enter - 
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Entertainments at Mr, S$hore's, and how much his Wife ex- 
cell'd all the Females that ever he had converſed with in Beauty, 
Wit, Education, and every thing that was lovely and delireable 
in one of her Sex, $4 | 
Theſe Encomiums made by a florid Orator upon a grateful and 
well deſerving Subject, ſenſibly touch'd the Heart of a * young 
Voluptuous Monarch, who was above the fear of the Laws, and 
had by his early Exceſſes given Countenance and Reputation to 
vitious Love. He was impatient to make nearer Approaches to 
the Fire which had warm'd his Heart at a diſtance; and Fame 
has told us that he compaſt his End by the following means. 

He put himſelf into the Habit of a Merchant, and with the 
Attendance of only one Servant, withdrew privately from Court, 
and came to Mr. Shores. Finding the good Man buſie in his 
Affairs, he ſat down till he was at leiſure; and then deſired to 
ſee ſome Plate, which was (hew'd him, and he ſoon agreed for a 
conſiderable quantity, under pretence of carry ing it with him 
beyond Sea. But not ſeeing her who was the only Reaſon of 
| his coming thither, and unwilling to depart without his Errand, 
he fell into Diſcourſe of News and Trade, and ſeveral divert- 
ing Subjects. At laſt they came to the Topick of Matrimony. 
*Tzs puy, ſays the King, that there is not a Miſtreſs to this 
fair Houſe. I fancy, Sir, I could fit you with one that is young, 
beautiful, and a very good Fortune. Sir, ſaid Mr. Shore, 1 give © 
you many Thanks, I am already provided ; And thereupon calls 
down his Wife. Who preſently appear'd a lovely Creature, not 
only equal, but ſuperior to the great Character which the Lord 
Haſtings had given of her. She was Dreſt according to the ni- 
ceſt Faſhion of thoſe Times, and her fond Husband could not 

ſce her want any Gold or Jewels which his rich Shop afforded. 
But her moſt engaging Charms were thoſe which Nature had 
beſtow'd on her. Of which the following Deſcription is recom- 
mended as Authentick, and given by the Pen of an Eye-witneſs, 
thus: Her Stature was ſomewhat Low, her Hair of a Dark 
Bra Tellow, 


* He was probably at this time not above Five and Twenty, certainly under Thirty, for his whole 
Life made but One and Forty Years, of which he Reign d Three and Twenty, 
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Tellou, her Face Round, her Eyes Gray, her Body Plump, her 
Skin White and Smooth, her Aſpef# Sweet and Cheerful, her 
Air Brist and Sprightly, and her Deportment 'extreamly Cour- 
teous and Obliging. Her Cetemporary Sir Thomas More, al- 
lows her Beauty to have been exact in every thing, except her 
height. Proper ſhe was, ſays he, and Fair; nothing in her Bo- 
dy that you could have changed, unleſs you would have wiſh'd 
5 a litile big her. Vet he ſays, this Beauty, ſo near to Perfection, 
was notthe thing which charm'd Men ſo powerfully;asher admir- 
able and never-failing Wit, which made her Converſat ion incom- 
parably delightful. For ſhe never appear'd ſullen or out of Hu- 
mour, but eaſy and pleaſant at all times. Neither apt to be mute, 
nor to pour out words without meaſure, or puniſh the Company 
with Impertinent Noiſe and Nonſenſe. - Her Anſwers were ready 
and much to the purpoſe ; and ſhe would rally with a peculiar 
Smartneſs, yet with ſuch juſt Wit and good Manners, as never to 
offend or diſtaſte any Body. 

By the Character we have already given of the King, you may 
reafonably preſume that a Woman of theſe Qualifications would 
prove a ſtrong Temptation to him, who was himſelf a Perſon of 
Wit and good Humour, as appears in ſeveral of his Sayings, eſ- 
pecially in that Dialogue he'had with his Mother about his Mar- 
riage with the Lady Grey. And now having ſat a while in full 
view of Mrs Shore's irrefiftible Charms, raviſh'd with the Mu- 
fick of her Enchanting Tongue, he unwillingly took his leave, 
reſolved at any rate to Purchaſe the ineftimable Jewel, and have 
the free and full Enjoyment of her. | 
But for the way of making his Approaches, he conſider'd, 
that to go diſguiſed to-her Husband's Houſe, he could not long 
be conceal'd ; and if he ſhould, yet when his Buſineſs was 
known, he muſt expect the ſame Repulſe which his Chamberlain 
had before: To Court her like a King in Lumbard-ſtreet, would 
be too much a leſſening of his Majeſty : And to force her from 
her lawful Husband's Embraces, would look Tyrarmical, and 
enrage the People, who might apprehend the like Violence to 
their own Wives and Daughters. But he muſt have her, and 
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with her own Confent ; for Love has no Charms nor Satisfadi. 
on in it, except it be mutual and unconſtrain'd on both files. 

To inſinuate himſelf therefore into her Affections, and draw 
her to his Arms by fond Allurements, he confers with the Lord 
Haſtings what was to be done. He, when he perceived his 
Maſter's Concern, told him with a Smile, he would ſoon make 
him Eaſie. There was one Mrs. Blague, a Lace- woman to the 
Court, who was Mrs. $hore's' Neighbour, and intimately ac- 
quainted with her. They often viſited, and ipent the Evenings 
together, She was a very intreaguing Dame, and: for Mony 
would betray, not only her beſt Friend, but her own Daugh- 
ter. He preſented her with a Purſe of Gold, and bid her hope 
for greater Matters, if (he would well and faithfully ſerve her 
Prince; and then communicated the whole Affair to her, which 
ſhe undertook to manage with the utmoſt Secrecy and Con- 
duct. y 

Now Mrs. Blague's Houſe was the Field wherein the King 
was to Sport with his lovely Game. Thither he came ſeveral 
times in Diſguiſe, and luxurious Entertainments ( the Fuel of 
Luſt) were conſtantly provided. The old Procureſs acted up 
to the Rules of her Trade, and often left Mrs. Shore alone 
with her Royal Gallant, who made the beſt Uſe of his Time, 
and uſed all the Arts of a paſſionate Lover to gain her Affecti- 
ons. But ſhe, like a cunning Fencer, kept him at a due Di- 
ſtance, proving Inflexible to all his Attempts. And perceiving. 
his Deſires to be every time more eager and inflam'd, ſhe took 
her Friend Mrs. Blague, and very ierioufly expoſtulated with 
her, for ſuffering ſuch a rude Man to frequent her Houſe, tel- 
ling her the wicked Deſign he had upon her Virtue. Her 
Friend ſhew'd a well feignꝰd Confuſion at the Story, proteſting 
ſhe rook him to be a very modeſt Gentleman, and promiſed her 
ſne ſhould be troubled with no more: of his Company. 

But the [ntreague was not to break off here. The City was 
apprized of a ſplendid Muſque ready to be preſented at Court, 
and the Fair Sex were preparing for it. Mrs. Blague under- 
took, with Mr. Shores leave, to help his Spouſe to a good 
Place ; which Offer ſhe gladly accepted, and ( not n 
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the Plot) put her ſelf in a Dreſs that might vie with the great- 
et Court Ladies. After much Paſtime and Diverſion, a Man 
of an extraordinary Figure ſtands out to Dance; upon which 
Mrs. Shore heard the Ladies whiſper, That's the King: Who 
had ſoon ſpied her through his Mask (for he knew where to 


:look for her) and ſtepping to her Seat, took her out for his 


Partner. When ſhe had performed her Part with great Ap- 
plauſe, he places her again in her Seat, ſlips a Letter into her 


Hand, and retires. The Entertainment being ended, ſhe Poſts 


away with Mrs. Blague, and the firſt Opportunity ſhe could get, 
opens the Letter: Which was to acquaint her, that the Perſon 
who had lately waited on her, was the King; who condeſcen- 
ded Humbly to ſollicit her Love, which he valued above all 
Things in the World, and offer'd her all the Delights and Plea. 
ſures of his Court in recompence for it. | 

Upon this plain Diſcoyery, ſhe was not a little concern'd and 
divided in her Thoughts what co do; but adviſing with her 
Companion, who was privately bribed to Betray her, ſhe plyed 


her with ſuch Arguments as determin'd her to prefer the King 


before the Goldſmith. a „ 

It may be remember'd, that Mrs. Shore was Married very 
Young, to a Perſon who never was in full Poſſeſſion of her 
Heart: And tho ſhe wanted nothing, which a Woman of her 
Rank could expect or deſire, yet ſhe was Ambitious of ſhining 


in the Higheſt Sphere; her Heart was much ſet upon Pleaſures 


and Entertainments, ſhe mightily fancied rich Attire and great 


Attendance, and knew very well that the Court is the Fountain 


of all cheſe Felicities. For theſe Reaſons the left the Tradeſman 
and his Shop, to reign with the King in his Palace. 
Nothing now remain'd for her to do, but to change her Sta- 
tion with as much Secrecy and Silence as ſhe could. Mrs. Blague 
had given the“ King notice of her ſucceſsful Management for 
him; who immediately ſent a Chariot to her Houle, to bring 
off the long-defired Prize. TLhither like wiſe Mrs. Shore con- 
vey'd her Jewels, and choiceſt Things, intending not to ſtay 
long behind them. However, ſhe fat down to Supper with her 


Husband, and was ſhewing her ſelf very Complaiſant to him; 


when 
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- when on a ſudden a Meſſenger came with a feign'd Errand» 
That her Mother was taken very Ill, and muſt needs ſpeak with 
her preſently. Her Husband would have gone along with her; 
but ſhe found Reaſons to leave him at Home, and ſo giving him 
the laſt Kiſs he ever had of her Lips, with Tears in her Eyes, 
took her lcaye of him. Mrs. Blague went into the Chariot with 
her, and ſoon lodg'd this Treaſure of Beauty in her Monarch's 
Arms. | Wi | | 
Her forſaken Husband paſt the tedious Hours till very late 
at Night, waiting for the return of his Wife: Upon whoſe 
continued Abſence he grew much troubled and concern'd, and 
went to ſeek her at her Mother's Houſe: but ſhe had not ſeen 
her all that Day, nor had been ill, as was pretended, © This 
ſtruck him with great Conſternation, and he run about from 
one Relation to another, to find her out. All the next Day 
was ſpent to as little purpoſe ; ſo that the poor Man was al- 
moſt out of his Wits for her, and concluded (from what had 
been formerly attempted) that ſhe was carried away by ſome a- 
morous Courtier; but it was not long &er he had full Aſſurance 
given him, that ſhe was entertained by the King as his Bed - fel- 
low. This put him out of all hopes of ever recovering her a- 
gain. The beſt Hiſtorians ſay, that from this time he entirely 
quitted her to her Royal Lover, and had never any further En- 
joyment of her. Others add, that the unhappy Man was 
thrown into a deep Melancholy by this Misfortune, and be- 
came uncapable of following his Buſineſs; and to cure his di- 
ſtemper'd Mind, went into Foreign Parts, and travell'd in Flan- 
ders, France, Spain and Turkey, till he had ſpent all that he had. 
And returning. home when he thought every body had forgot 
him, lived poorly, and died miſerably in the Reign of Henry 
VII, as his unfaithful Wife, the Cauſe of his Sutfcrings, did 
afterwards in the ſucceeding Reign. Ting 
But at preſent ſhe was mounted to the higheſt point of Ele- 
vation that her fond Prince could raiſe her to, excepting only 
this, that ſhe was not his lawful Queen; whom certainly ſhe 
eclipſed, as ſhe did all the reſt of his Miſtreſſes. For whoeyecr 
had any Favour to ſollicit at Court, they made Mrs, Shore their 
| Patro- 
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Patroneſs to the King, as knowing ſhe had the greateſt Influ- 
ence over him. Indeed he loved her fo well, he could deny 
her nothing. Many times when Offenders lay under his heavy 
Diſpleaſure, and the greateſt Court Favourites durſt not preſume 
to intercede for them; ſhe, with her ſprightly Wit and pleaſant 
Humour, would ſo mollifie and ſweeten the King, that many a 
Man'sLife was ſaved, many a Fine remitted, and many a poor Pri- 
ſoner ſet at Liberty. The good Offices ſhe did for all ſorts of 
People, Rich and Poor, in City and Country, were numberleſs, 
and had made up a large part of her Hiſtory, if the World were 
as graceful as it 1s revengeful, and as apt to remember good, as 
ill turns; but the former Men write in Duſt, and the other in 
Marble. One thing 1s particularly recorded, that ſhe obtain'd 
of the King for her old Acquaintance Mrs. Blague, an Eſtate of 
the value of Two hundred Pounds a Year. A kind Requital of 
an ill piece of Service]! And this is ſaid of her in general, that 
ſhe never uſed her great Intereſt with the King to hurt any Crea- 
ture, or ſerve her ſelf in any Act of Spleen or Revenge. Nei- 
ther was the ever known to ſtain her Hands with Bribes, or 
ſell her Favours; but truly Noble and Generous in all ſhe did: 
And if ſhe ever accepted of any Preſent or Token of Gratitude, 
it was ſomething rather gay than coſtly; either becauſe ſhe was 
ſatisfied with having done a good Work, or proud to ſhew how 
much the Royal Graces were at her diſpoſal, or ſenſible that 
(he had enough, and regarded Riches no further than as they 
were ſubſervient to her Pleaſures. | 

How many Years of this Supream Power and Glory ſhe en- 
joy'd, is unknown to us at this Day, becauſe we have no Ac- 
count of the Year from whence to date the firſt of her Advance- 
ment; but without doubt ſhe lived many Summers in the warmth 
and ſplendor of this eminent good Fortune. Our beſt Author 
aſſures us this, that from the firſt Hour the King receiv'd her 
into his Arms, the held the chief place in his Affections all the 
remaining part of his Life. And conſidering what ſort of Per- 
ſon he was, a Hero in Arms, and famous for warlike Adven- 
tures; pleaſant and agreeable in Converſation, great in — 
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15 Splendor * his Can, liberal of his Fa avours, young, jos 
vial and come y to the laſt, nothing could be wanting which a 

Lady moſt ad icted to the 1 and Gratifications of denſe 
could require. 

But when che fatal Day was come, that King Edward ended 
his Reign and Life together, his beloved Miſtreſs was caſt out 
of her Paradiſe, and fell from the Summit of her exalted Station. 
Yet not ſo as to plunge at once into that Ocean of Miſeries 
which at laſt ſwallow'd up all her Joys. It vas. but an eaſie De- 
ſcent at preſent, from the Crown to the Coronet, from Royal 
Majeſty to High Nobility. - You heard before, how the Lord 
5 Haſtings was in the Number of her moſt early 
Admirers, and was more than once in Danger of violently ſeiz- 

ng upon that which his Addreſſes could not obtain. And tho 
Th gratify'd his Revenge, by ſtirring up the King to carry her 
effectually from her Husband's Bed, yet this did not make 
perfect Cure of his Paſlion, nor —— the bewitching Image 
which ſhe had * upon his Heart. He did indeed contain 
himſelf, and keep at a due diſtance from her, during the King's 
Liſe, either out of Reyerence to his Royal Maſter, or from a 

ure Principle of Fidelity and Honeſty. But upon his Deceaſe, 
2 rencw'd his old Offers of Kindneſs to her, and: was accepted, 

and ſo took her Home to himſęlf; which afterwards involved 
ber in his Ruin, and ſunk her te the loweſt Degree of Wreteh⸗ 
edneſs: As you'll underſtand be what follows. 

King Edward being Dead, and his two Sons much deer 
A ge, his Brother, the Duke of G/ouceſter, now Protector of 
the Realm, and afterwards King Richard the 111d, alpir'd to 
the Crown; and cruelly ſacrificing all Men to his Ambition, 
who he ſuſpected might oppoſe his Acceſſion. to it, among the 
reſt, he oompaſt. the Death a me BON Haſtings, in this man- 
ner. | 

He order'd the Council to ** at the Mn upon Pretence 
- of conſidering. how to Solemnize the Coronation of his Ne- 
phow, Fang King Edward V, When they were ſat, he comes in 

frowning, knitting his Brows, biting his Lips, and ſo takes his 
Place. After a ſhort Silence, he asks, W hat oy deſery*d, _ 
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without any regard to his Family or Office of Protector, had 
eonſpit d his Deſtruction” At which Queſtion the Lords were 
ſtrangely amazed, as nor able to imagine who or what he ſhould 
mean by it. 59 +43 DIE CA AR at iis We L439 go 44 | 3 , 
The Man that ventur'd to ſpeak firſt (as being very familiar 
with the Protector) was the Lord Haſtings ; who anſwer'd, that, 
whoever they were, they well deſerv'd the Puniſhment of the 
worſt of Traitors. The wicked Inſtrument, ſaid the Protector, 
1 hi, Sorcereſs, my Brother's Wife (meaning the Queen) with 
her Accomplices. Haſtings was well enough pleaſed that the 
Queen (for whom he had no Affection) was named; only it 
troubled him that he was not made privy to this, as well as to 
the apprehending ſeveral of her Family, who were to be execu- 
ted that Day at Pomefret Caſtle. The Protector immediately 
ſtript up the Sleeve of his Left Arm, and ſhewing it ſmall and 
wither'd, See; ſays he, Heu pitifully that Sorcereſs, and others 
of her Council, as Shore's Wife, with her Afinity, have by their 
Sorcery aud Witchcraft conſium'd my BSG W. 1 
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There was not one in the Company but perceived that this 
was a groundleſs.Calumny; for they all knew that his Arm had 
always been ſo ever ſince he was Born; and beſides, if the 
Queen had been guilty of any ſuch Practice (which the was too 
wile and good to be concern'd'in ) ſhe would never have made 
Mrs. Shore her Confederate, : whom of all Women ſhe moſt ha- 
has i that Concubine whom the King, her late Husband, moſt 
loy'd. ererbten 20h, oF 
The Lord Haſtings, nearly toucht with this broad Accuſati- 
on of Mrs. Shore, whom he dearly loved, anſwer'd, Certaiuly, 
my Lord, if tbey ba ve done this, no Puniſhment can be ton great 
For them. [hat (replied the Protector) diſt ſerve me with Its and 
Ands ? I tell thee the, have done it, and that I will make 
gaod upon thy Body, Traitor. And therewith he ſtruck his Fiſt 
upon the Table; at which one without cry'd, Treaſon, and 
arm'd Men came ruſhing w, as many as the Room could hold. 
IT be Protector cry'd out to the Lord Haſtings, I arreſt thee Trai- 
tar. What me, mi Lord? ſaid Haſtings, Jes thou, Traitor, quoth 
he. Which was no fooner ſaid, but he was hurried 88 
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Green by the Tower-Chapcl, and his Head laid down upon a 
Piece of Timber, which lay there for Building, and in a moſt 
Arbitrary and Tyrannical Way, ſtruck off. | : 
This Lord, tho' in himſelf no good Man, as his publick 
keeping of another Man's Wife declared, yet was much eſteenrd 
by the late King's Friends, for his Loyalty to the Houſe of 7ork, 
and by the People for his Regard to the common Good. The 
Protector for thele Reaſons was ſenſible, that the News of his 
Death would cauſe great Diſcontents in all Parts of the Nation; 
Whereupon he thought it his wiſeſt Courle to {end for the Lord 
Mayor and chief Citizens to him into the Tower, to give them 
a fall Account of the Juſtice of the Lord Haſtings's Sufferings; 
that ſo the Murmurings of the City being appeaſed, the Nation 
might have no Cauſe to repine. | # 28 
But upon more mature Deliberation, this was not thought 
ſufficient to appeaſe the People's Minds; and therefore ſoonat- 
ter the Citizens were gone, an Herald at Arms was ſent into 
the City to publiſh a Proclamation to the _ ſame Effect. In 
which it was ſet forth“ how the Lord Haſtings had conſpir d 
« to aſſaſſinate the Protector, and ſeize upon the young King 
e and Government. And in how miſerable a Condition this 
“ Nation had been, if God had left them in his Hands, 
© appcar'd from the former Actions of the {aid Lord, who be- 
&« ing ſo ill a Man, could not make a good Goyernour. For 
ec he it was, that by his ill Advice enticed the King's Father 
% to many things much redounding to his Diſhonour, and to 
ce the Univerſal Damage and Detriment of the Realm, leading 
„ him into Debauchery by his exemplary Wickedneſs, and 
ce procuring lewd and ungracious Perſons to gratific his Luſts, 
and particularly Shore's Wife, who was one ot his ſecret Coun- 

« cil in this Treaſon; by which lewd living the ſaid King 
c not only ſhorten'd his lays, but alſo was forced to oppreſs 
c and tax his People, that he might have enough to ſatis- 
* fie his Expences. And ſince the Death of the ſaid King, 
ce he hath lived in continual Incontinency with the ſaid Shore's 
« Wife, and ay nightly with her, and particularly the very 
Night before his Death; ſo that it was no marvel if his un- 
« gracious Life brought him to as unhappy an End. 
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The Protector having done as much as could be done to ex- 
cuſe his ſudden and illegal Execution of the Lord Haſtings, took 
himſelf obliged to proceed againſt Mrs. Shore, whom he had charg- 
ed with the ſame Treaſon; leſt if he ſhould let her eſcape, he 
ſhould betray his Plot: For if the were not guilty, no more was 
the Lord Haſtings: And if he deſerved Death, ſo did ſhe. For 
this Reaſon he fent Sir Thomas Howard to her Houſe, with an 
Order of Council to apprehend her Perſon, and ſeize her 
Goods as forfeited to the King by her Treaſon; which were 
both accordingly done; and her Goods, to the Value of two 
or three thouſand Marks being taken from her, ſhe was carry'd 
to Priſon into the Tower. Within a few Days after, ſhe was 
brought to her Examination before the King's Council; and the 
Protector laid to her Charge, „That ſhe had endeayour'd his 
% Ruin and Deſtruction ſeveral Ways; and particularly, by 
« Witchcraft had conſum'd his Body, and with the Lord Ha- 
« ſings had conſpir'd to aſſaſſinate him. But ſhe made ſo good 
a Defence, that there appear'd not the leaſt Colour of Guilt up- 
on her. When this would not do, the Protector and his Coun- 
cil accufed her of open and ſcandalous Whoredom, which 
indeed ſhe could not deny, becauſe all the World knew it to 
be true. And therefore, to make an Example of her, they 
; deliver d her over to the Biſhop of London, to do publick Pe- 
= nance for her Incontinence in the Cathedral of St. Pauls; which 
the accordingly perform'd the next Sunday Morning, after this 
! Manner. © Mrs. Shore being ſtript of all her Ornaments, and 
cloath'd in a white Sheet, was brought by way of Proceſſion, 
with the Croſs carry d before her, and a Wax-Taper in her Hand, 
to St. Pauls Church from the Biſhop's Palace adjoyning, thro' 
reat Crowds of People who came to gaze on her: And there 
anding before the Preacher, ſhe acknowledg'd, in a Set Form 
of Words, her notorious Uncleanneſs, and declared her Repen- 
tance of it. In all this Action ſhe behaved her ſelf with ſo much 
Modeſty and Decency, that ſuch as regarded her Beauty more 
than her Fault, never thought her ſo fair and lovely before. 
For wanting nothing to compleat her Beauty, but a little 
Colour, this publiſting of her Shame, and che gazing of the 
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Multitude upon her, brought ſuch an agreeable Red into her 
Cheeks, as made her look extreamly fine. And many virtuous 
People Who hated her Courſe of Life, and were glad at other 
times to ſee Sin corrected, yet now conſidering that the Prote- 
for puniſh'd her more out of Hatred to her Perſon, than Of- 
fence at her Sin, were ſorry that ſhe was ſingled out to be made 
the Example. | 

From this time we are to call the once admir'd, flouriſhing, 
and almoſt Royal Mrs. Shore, a mean, contemptible, helplets 
Woman, She was now thrown down from the Palace to the 
Priſon, reduced from the higheſt Seat of Honour to a very low 
State of Infamy and Reproach: both Husband and Lovers 
were taken away from her: ſhe was ſpoil'd of her Goods, and 
bereav d of her Friends. Her Father and Mother were killed with 
Grief, and the reſt of her Relations loſt all they had, by the Vio- 
lence of the Prolector, who pretended that they got it from the 
Crown by her Intereſt with the King But that which was moſt ter 
rible and horrid even to mention, we are told that the Tyrant put 
out a Proclamation, commanding all People upon Pain of Deathand- 
Confiſcation of Goods, not to Harbour her in their Houſes, or 
relieve her with Food or Raiment. And to confirm this, they 
report, that a Baker in the City was hang'd for throwing out a 
Penny-Loaf to her, as ſne went by his Door, in Gratitude to her 
for ſaving his Life when he ſhould have been hang'd for a Riot 
in the late King's Reign. So that ſhe was forced to wander u 
and down, gathering any Traſh ſhe could find in the Fields and 
Streets for her Suftenance. However we cannot ſuppoſe that 
this inhuman Prohibition ſhou'd be of any force in the two next 
Reigns wherein ſhe lived : And for the preſent Tyranny, it was 
but of two Years continuance. But the wretched Fate of a beg- 
ging Vagrant attended her to the end of her Days, and her 
5 Fortune never cleared up, or once more ſmiled upon 

gs | 
If ever her Condition had changed again for the better, the 
moſt promiſing Jun&ure was, when her irreconcileable Enemy 
Richard the 111d was ſlain at the Battle of Bofworth, and his 
Uſurpation ſucceeded by the milder Government of Terry "ow 
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But he (unhappily for this poor Woman) Married the Daughter, 
and by Conſequence took into Favour the Queen, of King Ead- 
ward IV, to whom this wretched Creature was juſtly odious 
for the Wrongs ſhe had done her in her Husband's Bed, and 
Affections. And therefore ſhe was now doom'd utterly to de- 
ſpair of being deliver'd from the Hunger, Cold and Nakedneſs 
which ſhe labour'd under. = | | 
One might juſtly have expected, that a Womar, who in the 
Days of her great Proſperity and Power with her Prince, had 
done ſo many good Offices in the World, as we before obſerved, 
and rais'd a great many Men to Riches and Honours, ſhould 
have found one Friend at leaſt endued with ſo much Gratitude, 
as to convey Relief to her by ſome means or other, and reſcue 
her from the laſt Extremes of Poverty and Want. But every 
one of them (as if they had combin'd together ſo to do) ſhut 
their Doors againſt her, and ſhew'd her no manner of Compaſ- 
ſion. Upon the firſt Notice ſhe had of the Death of the Lord 
Haſtings, and the Storm that hung over her own Head upon his 
Account, ſhe preſum'd the Houſe of her old Friend and Confi- 
dent Mrs. B/ague, whom ſhe had obliged in every thing, would 
be a ſafe Harbour for ſach Goods as ſhe could conceal there. 
With her therefore ſhe depoſited her Jewels and richeſt Things, 
upon Promiſe that they ſhould be ſafely reſtor'd again whenever 
ſhe demanded them. But when her Neceſſities compell'd her to 
ſeek after them, the faithleſs Woman denied every thing, and 
thruſt her out of her Houſe with threatning and reproachful Lan- 
uage. „ 3 
: Thus to fall from the fulleſt Afluence of Riches and Pleaſures, 
to the moſt loathſome Indigence and Beggary, to be turn'd out 
| of a Royal Palace, where the had the command of all things, 
into the Streets and Fields, to be a Companion of the meaneſt 
Vagabonds; to be not only proſecuted by mortal Enemies, but 
frown'd upon and deſerted by ungrateful Friends, and ſcorn'd 
by all her Acquaintance, who once thought it an Honour to 
wait on her, and efteem'd her Smiles a Bleſſing; theſe things muſt 
_ dreadful Wounds in the Heart of a delicate and tender 
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We cannot chuſe but ſtand aſtoniſn'd at the Barbarity of the 
Age wherein fhe lived, when at this diſtance we feel our Hearts 
much affected with her Tragical Story, and it draws Tears 
from our Eyes to ſee her rueful Image paſs before us. | 

But if we will make an impartial Eſtimate of all her Deme-. 
rite, we muſt ſee and juſtify that Divine Neme/ts which now 
Scourged her ſo ſeverely for the Errors and Miſcarriages of her 
paſt Life. For tho' it may be very true, that ſhe never abuſed 
the King's Kindneſs to any Man's hurt, but improved her Intereſt 
with him more to others Benefit than her own ; that when hes 
was offended with any Man, ſhe would mitigate his Anger and 
work a Reconciliation ; that ſhe reſcued ſome from Death, others 
from Priſons, and a third ſort from Fines and other Penalties; . 
that ſhe ſought after poor People, relieved their Neceſſities, 
and perſwaded others about the Court to do the like: I ſay, tho 
all this may be very true, yet there was this grand Objection a- 
gainſt every good Work that ſhe did, that it was none of her 
own, ſhe had no right to the Power and Station which enabled 
her to do it. While ſhe was zealouſly concern d to ſave others 
by an unlawful Power which ſhe had acquired, ſhe was daily 
ruining her own lawful Husband, having deſerted him contrary 
to the Marriage Vow and Duty of a Wife, and thereby fo diſ- 
order'd his Mind, that he became unfit for his Buſineſs, and fell 
into Poverty and Miſery upon it. At the ſame time ſhe did the 
greateſt Injury to. the Queen which a Woman could do her, by 
defrauding her of the King's Love and Embraces, which could 
juſtly be given to none but her Majeſty, the Alienation of which 
muſt grieyouſly afflict her, and make her Lite melancholy and 
uncomfortable, And, not to mention many more pernicious 
Conſequences of her Lewdneſs and ill Example, ſhe made vile 
Returns to the Author of her great Beauty and good Wit, by u- 
ſing them as Incentives to Debaucheryz and proſtituting that 
fair Body to Brutal Luſt, wherein Virtue (the beſt Ornament 
of the fineſt. Woman) might have ſhone to great Advantage. 
Theſe Conſiderations may ſerve to account for that immenſe 
load of Calamities which fell upon her. Juſt and equitable it 
was, that ſhe ſhould feel the ſmart, of thoſe. — _ 2 


